
Research gaps in illicit drug use and 
Aboriginal health



Epidemiology and or data driven 

• IDU + health outcomes 

• Drug related hospital admissions 

• Overdoses and drug related deaths

• Resilient drug users 

• Trends, prevalence, characteristics, regions 



Types of drugs 

• Prescription drug use 
• Fentanyl 
• methamphetamines 
• Poly drug use

• Impact, prevalence, trends, 



Strengths based approaches 

• Culture 

• Youth programs 

• Incentivised treatment 

• Role models-elders and young people

• Peer educator models

• Community led interventions



Populations

• Young people and transition to IDU 

• Trial of NSP in Prison 

• Women and Men programs 



Clinical trials 

Treatment outcomes- especially for 
methamphetamines, other newer drugs 

Workforce research issues

Inclusion of Aboriginal people in clinical trials 




